Paragraph Rubric
Grade 6: 

Structure Texts

Organize ideas and details in oral, print and other media texts (2.4.3)

Organize Information

Organize and develop ideas and information into oral, print or other media texts

with introductions that interest audiences and state the topic, sections that

develop the topic and conclusions (3.3.2)

Revise and Edit

Use paragraph structures in expository and narrative texts (4.1.5)
	Criteria/Score
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Topic sentence
	Topic sentence engages the reader, and introduces topic in a compelling and effective manner.
	Topic sentence introduces the topic in an interesting, effective manner.
	Topic sentence is straightforward, and introduces the topic.
	Topic sentence partially introduces the paragraph.
	Topic sentence is ineffective and does not introduce the topic.

	Details
	All details in paragraph are rich and vivid.  Student considered purpose of paragraph when choosing details.
	Details in paragraph are interesting and effective. Figurative and/or sensory language adds to the paragraph. Student shows awareness of purpose.
	Details in paragraph are predictable.  There are some  details to help the reader to visualize the situation. Some details fit the purpose of the paragraph.
	Details in the paragraph are present, but simplistic. Purpose of the paragraph is unclear.
	Details in the paragraph do little to sustain  interest.  The paragraph reads more like a list.

	Concluding sentence
	Conclusion is insightful and skillfully ties ideas together.  
	Conclusion skillfully ties ideas together.
	Conclusion is relevant and systematically ties ideas together.
	Conclusion is basic and partially ties information together.
	Conclusion ineffectively ties information together.

	Organization
	Sentences are linked by a variety of effective transitional words.  The story is clear and easy to understand.
	There are some transitional words.  The story is told sequentially.
	Transitional words are used, but more variety is needed.  The story is told in a logical manner.
	Transitional words are used, but lack variety.  Some details seem out of place.
	Transitional words lack variety.  It is difficult to understand the passing of time.


